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Local Version of the Passion into Eighth Year 





The Turramurra Passion is entering its eighth season in 2006.  The play is a character-driven drama portraying the events surrounding the death of Jesus, and tells the Easter story in a contemporary and engaging way.  





For most of the play, the action takes place among the audience, rather than in front of it, with cast members mingling with the audience through six different settings.  The small audience size, up to about 130, makes for an intimate and interactive theatrical experience.





“ The play explores the themes of the Passion in various ways – the Last Supper is staged in an iconic “Da Vinci” style, while the trial before Pilate draws on more modern inspiration,” said Director Dave Cornford.





The incidental music score plays a big part in creating the changing moods for the Play.  Local composer Bret Sinclair was commissioned to write a “soundtrack” to the play in 2005, and this year will perform one of the pieces live at each performance.





“The music accompanies the audience as they move around the site, supporting the evolving mood of the play,” said Dave Cornford, of Pymble.  “It adds an extra dimension to the play - we’re very excited about what Bret has been able to contribute.”





Most of the major parts are being played by the same actors as in the 2004 and 2005 productions.  The notable exception is Geoff Hill (Neutral Bay), who after playing Judas for the last 6 years, is swapping with Michael van Drempt (Wollstonecraft) to play the role of the disciple John in 2006.





With an expanded season for 2006, the play opens on 31 March, for eight performances until 12 April.  The play is performed in and around the grounds of the historic Turramurra Uniting Church building in Turramurra Avenue.  Tickets are free, but booking is highly recommended.  Phone 9144 1853 (10-2 weekdays) or visit the website:  www.turramurrapassion.org.au
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