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Building on the Passion Play Tradition 





Easter 2006 will see The Turramurra Passion staged for the eighth year, and performance details have just been announced.  The play will open on 31 March 2006, with an increased season of 8 performances running until 12 April.





While falling short of the centuries-long tradition of the Passion performed in Oberammergau in Germany every ten years, the local version is none-the-less building up its own history.   While drawing on the rich and centuries-old Passion Play tradition, the play also draws on contemporary influences such as The Man Born to be King (a radio play from the 1940s by Dorothy Sayers, and Jesus of Montreal (1989 - directed by Denys Arcand).  The result is a unique and contemporary interpretation.   Using six settings, the play is an interactive event, with the action taking place among the audience, rather than in front of it, quite unlike a usual theatre production.





“Each year is a little different to the last,” says Writer/Director Dave Cornford, of Pymble.  “Last year saw the introduction of an original score by Bret Sinclair.  This year will see a number of minor script and character changes to tighten up the action.”





The on-stage team is largely unchanged for next year.  The lead role of Jesus of Nazareth will be played by Stephen Dredge (of Quakers Hill) for the third year.   Other regulars are also returning, with Duncan McLean (of Pymble) playing Peter, Mal Day (of Turramurra) playing Pilate and David Rush (of Pymble) playing Caiaphas.  Michael van Drempt (of Wollstonecraft) will be playing Judas, swapping roles with Geoff Hill (of Cremorne) who will take over the role of John.





Rehearsals will commence before Christmas.  Tickets will again be free, but booking is highly recommended.  Bookings open in February.





More information is available at the website: http://www.turramurrapassion.org.au
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