Media Release - 5 February





Changes Drive Fresh Look at the Passion





The Turramurra Passion has been part of the lead up to Easter since 1999.  Performed in and around the grounds of historic Turramurra Uniting Church, this innovative drama continues to build a steady following.





The play is the result of a long term vision and artistic partnership between writer/director Dave Cornford (of Pymble) and leading actor Mal Day (of Turramurra).  Over the years the two close friends have played in various bands and been involved in number of drama projects, including the 1996 writing and staging of the original musical “Flashback”.





“This project grew out of a desire to do something meaningful at Easter.  We wanted to make the story accessible to everyone - to demystify it and cut through the commercialism that surrounds Easter,”  said Dave Cornford.  “Keeping the tickets free is an important part of that vision.”





Each year brings some changes in script and cast, but after five years playing the leading role of Jesus, Mal Day is moving to play Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, in a major recasting.  “We’re aiming to bring a new freshness to the production’” said Dave Cornford, announcing that Stephen Dredge, of Quakers Hill, will be taking over the lead role.





Rehearsals have been underway since mid January, with the nineteen cast members frantically learning their lines.  Easter seems a long way away, but with the seven performance season opening on 26 March, there’s no time to waste.





Tickets are free, but bookings are highly recommended, as there is a practical maximum audience.  Check the web site at http://members.tripod.com/turra_passion, or call 9144 1853 (10 am - 1 pm).  Bookings open 15 February.
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