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Annual Passion Play Expands Season for 2006.





First performed in 1999, The Turramurra Passion is performed over the two weekends before Easter.   The cast and crew are mainly from the Kuringgai area, and have been rehearsing since late January.





Two “new” performances have been added in Holy Week, on the Tuesday and Wednesday before Easter, to bring the play even closer to other Easter observances.





The form of the play is based on that of the traditional Medieval Cycle Play, and later Passion Plays such as Oberammergau.  This traditional form has been transformed into a modern setting, with minimalistic sets, simple costumes and multi-media elements, to present a more universal and timeless context.





The action takes place among the audience, rather than in front of it, with cast members mingling with the audience through six different settings.  The small audience size, up to about 130, makes for an intimate and interactive theatrical experience.





“The play is quite unique in the way it is staged,” said Director Dave Cornford.  “The settings provided by the architecture of the historic Turramurra Uniting Church building - both indoors and outdoors - allow us to create a “journey” for the audience.”





The major parts are being played by the same actors as in the 2004 and 2005 seasons.  Stephen Dredge (Quakers Hill) plays Jesus, Duncan McLean (Pymble) plays Peter, Mal Day (Turramurra) plays Pilate, Kate Dudley (Galston) plays Mary of Bethany and David Rush (West Pymble) plays Caiaphas.





Continuing also from 2005 is the original “soundtrack” to the play, written, performed and recorded by Bret Sinclair, of Turramurra.





The play opens on 31 March, for eight performances until 12 April, at Turramurra Uniting Church.  Tickets are free, but booking is highly recommended.  Phone 91441853 (10-2 weekdays) or visit the website:  http://www.turramurrapassion.org.au
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