Media Release - 9 March





Everyone’s Talking about The Passion





Mel Gibson’s new film “The Passion of the Christ” has been the most talked about show in town since its release in late February.  Everyone has a view, regardless of whether they’ve seen the film or not.   Local cinemas report varied reactions, from stunned silence to weeping.





The Turramurra Passion has been performed annually since 1999.  Without a special effects budget and the magic of film, the play is not firmly set in time and does not use “period” costume.  It is primarily a character driven drama of the events surrounding the death of Jesus.  The varied architecture both inside and outside the historic Turramurra Uniting Church provides the primary backdrop for the 6 stage settings.





Unlike a conventional drama, though, these stage settings are among the audience, rather than in front of it.  The result is a real sense of participation and involvement for those who see the Play.  It also means every performance is a bit different.





Each year brings some changes in script and cast, but after five years playing the leading role of Jesus, Mal Day is moving to play Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor, in a major recasting.  “The changes have brought a new freshness to the production” said Dave Cornford, the Director.   “People who have seen the play before will find something to interest them as well.”  Stephen Dredge, of Quakers Hill, has taken over the lead role.





Mrs Robin Ruys, of Turramurra, has seen the play most years since its inception.  “Dave Cornford’s script which is continually evolving, the personal dedication of the players and the skilful use of audience guides, assure us of a fresh and keenly anticipated opportunity to take the Easter journey once again,” said Mrs Ruys.





Performances commence on Friday 26 March, continuing until Saturday 3 April.





Tickets are free, but bookings are highly recommended, as there is a practical maximum audience.  Check the web site at http://members.tripod.com/turra_passion, or call 9144 1853 (10 am - 2 pm)..
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