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Local Version of the Passion Takes on the World 





The internet is helping connect people with all sorts of common interests - including drama enthusiasts.  One such connection means that local playwright and director Dave Cornford has been discussing, via email,  the performance of his play, The Turramurra Passion, with an amateur theatre group in Florida, USA.





Locally, The Turramurra Passion has been performed annually since 1999.  Using six settings, and with the action taking place among the audience, rather than in front of it, the play is an interactive event, quite unlike a usual theatre production.   This is what attracted the Miami team, as well as the contemporary, character driven approach to retelling the Easter story.





“I read two of the seven scenes and fell in love with the play,” wrote Lee Buddy Jr, Director of the Miami team, via email.   “My drama team is really excited about the play.”





“The idea of having others performing our play is quite a thrill,” said writer/director Dave Cornford.  “It’s also pretty scary, letting go of our ‘baby’ to be performed on the other side of the world.”





Dave will be working with the team from Miami on minor modifications to the script, again by email.  There are a number of Australian cultural and political references that would need to be tweaked to suit local tastes.





“Imagine in April, swapping the videos of our two plays - to see what each of us made of the script.  It will be very interesting to see the differences - and the similarities,”  said Mr Cornford.





Negotiations are also under way with two other groups in the US, from Michigan and New Jersey, for the play to be performed in 2006.





Rehearsals are nearing completion for the Sydney version of the play, which opens on 11 March, for seven performances until 19 March, 2005, at Turramurra Uniting Church.   More information is available at the website: http://www.turramurrapassion.org.au
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