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Local Version of the Passion into Fourteenth Year 

Many Ku-ring-gai residents have made the pilgrimage to Oberammergau in Germany to see the world famous Passion Play, which has a history of over 400 years.   The locally produced Turramurra Passion can't quite match that, but has been produced annually for 14 years.

The German play is only performed every 10 years, and has an amazingly long history –  staged every ten years, or close to it, since 1634.  2010 marked the 41st  season, with about 100 performances through the northern spring and summer.   A  cast and crew of over 2,000 stage an epic 5 hour performance on a purpose built stage – with live animals adding to the reality of the retelling of the story.  But it's long wait until 2020!

The Turramurra Passion, staged annually since 1999, takes a different angle.  While the form of the play is based on that of the traditional Medieval Cycle Play, and later Passion Plays such as Oberammergau, this traditional form has been transformed into a modern setting, with minimalistic sets, simple costumes and multi-media elements, to present a more universal and timeless context.   The play is a character-driven drama portraying the events surrounding the death of Jesus, and tells the Easter story in a contemporary and engaging way.  

For most of the play, the action takes place among the audience, rather than in front of it, with cast members mingling with the audience through six different settings.  The small audience size, up to about 130, makes for an intimate and interactive theatrical experience.

Getting to see both plays would be a treat, but either way, the local version is much easier to get to.

The play opens on 23 March, for seven performances until 4 April.  The play is performed in and around the grounds of the historic Turramurra Uniting Church building in Turramurra Avenue.  

Tickets are free, but booking is essential to ensure a place. Visit the website:  www.turramurrapassion.org.au, or phone 9144 1853 (10-1 weekdays)
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